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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

March  'JOth,   1878. 
Which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Cy  order, 

Milton  Y.  Kidd, 

Chief  Clerk. 
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REPORT. 


To  the  Ilonorahle , 

The  Senate  and  House  of  BelegateSi 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  of  the  Plon- 
orable,  the  House  of  Delegates  and  the  Senate,  respectfully 
report  that,  acting  as  a  Joint  Committee  of  your  Honorable 
bodies,  they  have  carefully  performed  their  duties,  and,  as  a 
result  of  their  labor,  submit  to  the  Honorable,  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Delegates  this,  their  report. 

First.  Your  Committees  visited  the  House  of  Refuo-e,  sit- 
uated  near  the  limits  of  the  City  of  Baltimore,  and  found  no 
person  present,  who  could  give  the  infoimatiou  wanted,  the 
Managers  having  some  time  ago  dispensed  with  their  former 
Superintendent;  the  Sui)erintendentpro  ^e??i.  was  not  present. 
Your  Committee  proceeded  to  carefuU}  inspect  the  buihlings 
and  grounds,  and  found  the  buildings  in  very  indifferent  re. 
pair,  and  not  suited  for  the  purposes  of  a  Juvenile  Reforma- 
tory. The  walls  of  the  cells  were  cold,  clammy  and  damp, 
the  heating  apparatus  being  totally  inadequate  to  heat  the 
building  with  any  degree  of  comfort.  The  building  was 
erected  over  twenty-seven  years  ago  when  heating  and  ven- 
tilation was  not  so  thoroughly  understood  as  now.  The  institu- 
tion is  supported  by  the  City  of  Baltimore  and  the  State,  the 
former  giving  twenty  thousand  dollars  per  annum  for  the 
8upi)ort  of  two  hundred  boys,  the  latter  giving  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum  without  regard  to  the  number  of  boys 
there  was  in  the  institution.  When  your  Committee  visited  it 
two  years  ago  there  were  two  hundred  and  fify-six  boys. — 
There  are  now  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  boys — thirty- 
three  chargeable  to  the  State,  and  two  hundred  to  the  City,  the 
State  paying  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  their  thirty-three 
boys,  and  the  city  paying  twenty  thousand  dollars  lor  lier 
twt)  hundred  boys.  The  washing  and  water  closet  arrange- 
ment are  very  unsulted,  and  the  numbering  of  boys  is  inap- 
propriate to  a  reformatory. 


The  manageiuent  of  tlie  institution  is  intrusted  to  twenty- 
four  directors,  ten  appointed  by  the  city,  ten  by  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  charity,  or  who  were  formerly  subscribers,  and 
four  by  the  State.  Your  Committee  would  recommend  a  re- 
duction in  the  number  of  ]\Ianagers,  and  an  increase  of  those 
appointed  by  the  State,  so  that  if  the  State  keeps  up  her  dona- 
tion, her  voice  may  be  more  potential  in  the  management  of 
the  institution,  and  with  this  report  have  prepared  a  Bill, 
which  they  herewith  submit, 

St.  Mary's  Industrial  School,  was  next  visited  by  your 
Committee  and  found  ii>  good  order,  and  containing  three 
hundred  and  eighty-two  boys.  There  were  on  the  day  of  our 
former  visit,  two  years  ago,  only  two  hundred  and  four,  an  in- 
crease since  that  time  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight. — 
The  boys  in  this  institution  are  committed  for  some  juvenile 
delinquency  by  either  the  Court  or  Justice  of  the  Peace;  they 
appear  to  be  happy,  and  well  governed.  Owing  to  the  large  in- 
crease in  their  number,  we  recommend  an  appropriation  of 
twelve  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  This  sum  would  appear 
far  two  small  for  the  amount  of  service  rendered  the  State, 
but  owing  to  good  management,  and  very  low  wages  paid  the 
officers  in  charge,  they  can  maintain  boys  here  for  ninety  dol- 
lars per  annum. 

Your  Committee  nest  visited  the  Maryland  Penitentiary, 
and  found  the  Directors  and  Warden  at  their  post.  There  were 
on  the  day  we  visited  it,  eight  hundred  and  sixty  convicts,  all 
busily  engaged  at  work,  and  earning  about  their  support,  so 
that  the  institution  about  sustains  itself.  Great  complaint  is 
made  by  mechanics  and  manufactures  outside,  concerning  the 
competition  and  low  prices  of  the  goods  manufactured  here, 
but  we  do  not  believe  tViat  this  Committee  is  called  upon  to 
investigate  the  cause,  or  suggest  a  remedy — we  merely  state 
the  fact.  The  buildings  and  grounds  are  in  good  repair  and 
cleanly  kept,  l)nt  owing  to  the  rapid  increase  in  the  number 
confined,  additional  accommodations  are  necessary,  and  we 
recommend  that  they  be  supplied. 

Your  Committee  next  visited  the  School  i'or  the  Denf  and 
Dumb,  situated  at.  Frederick  City;  and  found  eighty-nine 
scholars  there  on  the  day  of  our  visit.  The  management  de- 
sire an  annual  appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
i'or  the  support  of  the  institution.  The  institution  is  in  good 
repair,  and  well  managed,  and  we  recommend  the  appropria- 
tion asked. 

Your  Committee  next  visited  the  School  for  the  Blind,  on 
Boundary  Avenue,  near  Charles  street,  and  found  all  its  ap- 
pointments in  the  very  best  condition,  the  grounds  and  build- 
ing well  and  neatly  kept.     There  were  on  the  day  of  our  visit 


forty-nine  pupils  iii  the  institution,  tea  of  wliora  were  from  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  paid  for  be  those  sending  them. — 
The  remaining  thirty-nine  pupils  are  a  charge  on  the  State; 
which  pays  for  each  of  them,  at  the  rate  of  three  hundred 
dollars  per  annum. 

Your  Committo*  next  visited  the  Colored  School  for  the 
Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind,  on  Broadway,  near  Bank  street,  and 
found  thirty-two  inmates.  For  these  the  State  makes  an  ap- 
propriation of  eight  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  annually. 
This  building  is  situated  in  a  very  thickly  settled  i)art  of  the 
city,  and  some  of  its  neighbors  complain  that  its  location 
there  has  greatly  depreciated  their  property,  and  otherwise 
inconvenienced  them.  Your  Committee  believe  these  com- 
plaints to  be  well  founded,  as  Dr.  Erich,  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  institution,  informed  your  Committee  that  his  own 
property,  has  depreciated  in  value  over  two  thousand  dollars. 
The  Board  of  Directors  express  their  willingness  to  move, 
but  are  unable  unless  tlie  Legislature  shall  furnish  the 
means.  Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  an  appropria- 
tion of  such  a  sum,  which,  together  Avith  the  sale  of  the  pres- 
ent buildings,  will  enable  the*  trustees  of  the  institution  to 
move  to  some  retired  location  in  the  country,  where  it  can  be 
managed  with  more  economy,  and  the  inmates  have  more 
freedom,  without  exciting  adverse  criticism  of  their  near 
neighbors:  and  your  Committee  believe  the  management  of 
the  institution  is  as  good  as  of  any  institution  in  the  State 
under  the  circumstances. 

Your  Committee  next  visited  the  House  of  Reformation 
and  Instruction  for  Colored  Children,  situated  at  Cheltiug- 
ham,  in  Prince  George's  county.  This  i;^  an  institution  sim- 
ilar in  kind  to  the  House  of  Refuge  and  St.  Mary's  Indus- 
trial School,  where  juvenile  colored  delinquents  are  commit- 
ted from  all  parts  of  the  State,  by  the  Courts  and  Justices  of  the 
I'eace.  It  is  a  thrilty,  well  managed  institution,  and  inci'eas- 
ing  in  numbers  very  fas^t.  Your  Committee  recommend  the 
usual  annual  appropriation  often  thousand  dollars. 

Your  Committee  next  visited  the  Maryland  Agricultural 
College,  and  found  on  the  day  of  our  visit  fifty- five  students 
there,  Avho  were  put  through  the  various  operations  of  Jarm 
farm  work  in  our  presence  :  they  were  then  turned  into  Mil- 
itary, and  your  Committee  reviewed  and  was  pleased  with 
the  proficiency  in  drill  of  the  young  farmers.  The  profes- 
sors appear  to  work  with  zeal  in  their  respective  chairs,  in 
fact,  we  were  pleased  with  all  we  saw  and  heard. 

Your  Committee  finally  and  lastly  visited  the  House  of 
Correction  near  Jessup's.  It  is  a  fine  building,  well  put  up 
and  admirably  well  suited  for  the  purpose  it  is  intended  for. 
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The  water,  gas,  lieatln^  and  shops  are  yet  needed  io  make 
the  building  ready  fur  the  reception  of  inmates.  We  recom- 
mend an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of"  supplying  the  nec- 
essary improvements  to  make  the  house  inhabitable,  and 
herewith  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Your  Committee  visited  the  Maryland  Hospital,  at  Spring 
Grove,  situated  near  Catonsville,  in  Baltimore  County,  seven 
miles  from  Baltimore,  and  found  it  located  on  a  tract  of  land 
containing  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres,  commanding 
a  fine  view  of  Baltimore  city,  the  bay  and  surrounding  country 
for  many  miles.  The  improvements  consist  of  a  large  Hospital 
built  of  granite,  in  a  very  substantial  manner,  with  gas-house, 
hot  house,  gardener's  dwelling,  stabling,  &c.,  and  found  the 
Hospital  capable  of  comfortablv  affording  accommodation  for 
three  hundred  and  twenty-five  patients.  There  were,  however, 
on  the  day  of  our  visit,  January  21st,  1878,  only  two  hun- 
dred and  ( ighty-eight  insane  in  the  institution,  fifty  of  whom 
))aid  for  their  own  maintenance,  and  were  no  tax  on  the 
Hospital  :  the  remaining  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  were 
sent  to  the  Hospital  by  order  of  the  Circuit  Courts  for  the 
various  counties  and  the  City  of  Baltimore,  and  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  levied  by  the  Coun- 
ty Commissioners  or  tlie  City  Council,  for  each  of  these  in- 
sane paupers,  and  paid  over  by  the  different  cjunties  an  1 
City  of  Baltimore,  to  the  President  aud  Visitoi's  of  the  Mary- 
land Hospital,  sometimes  in  advance,  and  nearly  all  in  the 
year  for  which  it  is  levied,  so  that  the  institution  wis  in  re- 
ceipt of  maintenance  for  two  hundred  and  thirty  eight  pau- 
pers the  sum  of  $35,700,  and  for  fit"ty  pay  patients  $12,500, 
the  whole  cost  for  maintaining  this  institution  for  last  year 
being  $65,4G4,  or  1^2-15  per  capita.  This  sum  is  too  much;  but 
your  Committee  believe  that  a  greater  saving  of  the  expenses 
can  be  effected.  It  is  only  necessary  to  know  the  amount  of 
insane  to  know  wliat  they  should  cost.  The  last  report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Insane  Asylum  at  Ward  Island,  Mew 
Tork,  shows  that  it  cost  for  each  insane  male  for  1870,  20 
cents  per  day  or  $105.85  per  annum,  and  for  each  feinule 
lunatic  on  Bhickwell's  Island  21  cents  per  day  or  $77.00  per 
annum,  while  during  the  year,  with  the  same  market  prices, 
the  insane  in  the  Maryland  Hospital,  male  and  female,  cost 
8245.00  per  annum  each,  and  in  New  York  males  cost  $105.00, 
and  female  only  877.00  per  annum  to  support  theni,  in 
fact  the  monthly  pay  roll  for  salary  and  wages  to  guards, 
keeper  and  nurses  for  1,388  patients  on  Blackwell's  Island  was 
only  $1,500,  and  it  cost  at  the  Maryland  Hospital  to  perform 
the  same  service  for  288  patients  $1,G00  per  month.  It  will 
be  seen  that  a  great  deal  has  been    acccraplished   in   the  last 


two  years,  but  much  remains  still  to  be  done  to  put  this  in- 
!*titution  on  a  jirnjier  lootin^jj  of  pcononiy.  We  recouimend 
iliAt  the  usual  opproiuiation  <>l  $!;">, 000  be  madp,  but  noth- 
ing jur  improvements,  a.s  wo  believe  none  is  needed  at  present. 

All  of  which  is  respectluliy  sui)mitied  by 

M.   BAN^'ON, 
HKUMAN  STUMP,  Jr., 
JOHN  II.  COOPER, 
WILLIAM  M.  KNIGHT, 
SAMUEL  G.  ACTON, 
HARRY  SANDER. 

We  concur  in  above   Report,  except  as  to  increase  of  any 
of  the  appropriations. 

W.  H.  PERKINS, 

FRANK  BROWN. 
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